XIV                         INTRODUCTION.
him to arrive. His disdain for the conventional restrictions of the cold and classical school was not so great as to lead him to indecencies, or to pervert his imagination. Madame Bovary was a daring book, but its atmosphere was not impure. Here Flaubert truly handled the pen as if it were a scalpel. A bourgeois himself, and the son of bourgeois parents, he wrote down with masterly skill and frankness the petty vices of the bourgeois world, and with unerring finger pointed out then* causes and their fatal results. Madame Bovary caused a profound sensation. The Imperial Government thought it necessary to prosecute- its author for immorality. The Revue de Paris gained from this suit against Flaubert a fame which it might otherwise never have attained, and Flaubert emerged from the obscurity of Oroisset into the full glare of Parisian celebrity, and at the same time found himself tnumphantly acquitted of the charge brought against him. .Many years afterwards, when he was ill, dispirited, sorely tried by fortune, and saw no companions save the few of the faithful in the little circle in Paris, he was wont mockingly to allude to Zola and the others as people whom he had invented, and who had won fortunes and honours ten times greater than those accorded the inventor.
"By means of this book alone," says a French critic, alluding to Madame JBovary, " one might form an accurate conception of the poesy of realism as Flaubert understood it. The pen is an instrument destined to reproduce all the plastic combinations of human existence. The moral world offering to imitation neither form nor colour, an imagination which need not occupy itself with the saving of souls is supposed to confine itself to the physical world, as an immense studio filled with models, all of which have the same value in its sight, for it would be almost like blaming the Creator if one were to set aside or correct any of his creatures, as unworthy of exact reproduction. The school even requires that we should abstain from judging people, making form